Amendments to the Claims 



1. (currently amended) Components or arrang e ment w i th such components in 
the form of panels or planks, which may b e coated on th e top surfac e and/or unders i de 
w i th p l ast i c l aminat e s, e tc., mad e of wood, wood products or wood^bas e d products 
such as pan e ls, sh ee ts, floor pane l s, wood e n sid i ng and cladd i ng, e tc.. in combination 
with at least one clip, whereby the components can be assembled in side-bv-side 
relationship and held together bv the clip. 

wherein the longitudinal edges (7) of the components (1, 2) ar e prov i ded with 
have matching projections and/or recesses , pr e f e rably tongu e s (5) and grooves 
( 6 ), w i th by which adjac e nt the components (+r2) can be joined; 7 

wherein in the und e rs i de (15) of each component has formed in the underside 
thereof respective lonqitudinal recesses extending (1, 2) , parallel to the 
longitudinal edges; and if n e ed b e also para llel to th e transv e rs e edges (7), two 
groove^shaped rec e sses (8, 9 , 8', 9 ') are form e d to accommodat e the 

wherein the clip has a base and first and second retaining elements extending 
upwardly from the base for engaging in the longitudinal recesses of the 
components at edge-proximate inside surfaces of the recesses to hold and press 
the components together: (1 0, 1 2) of at le ast on e clip (11) prov i ded under the 
compon e nts (1 , 2), w i th wh i ch cl i p the adjac e nt compon e nts (1 , 2) are h e ld 
together or pr e ssed together bv their edges (7): and 

^ wh e r ei n th e r e taining e lem e nts (10, 12) e xt e nd or ar e b e nt upward from th e c li p 

bas e body (17); 

* where i n one of the two reta i ning parts (10) can b e app lie d to the ins i de surface 

(13) proximat e to th e e nd e dg e of a r e c e ss (8, 9') of on e compon e nt (1) and the 
oth e r r e ta i ning ele m e nt (12) can b e applied to the e dg e ^prox i mat e i nside surface 
(20) of a r e c e ss (0', 9 ) of th e adjac e nt, jo i n e d compon e nt (2); and 
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* wh e r e in on e of th e r e ta i n i ng e le m e nts (10), pr e f e rab l y th e r e tain i ng e l ement (10) 

provid e d in rec e ss (8) in th e groov e d e dg e , is a flang e el e m e nt e xt e nd i ng or b e nt 

upward, 
characterized in that 

the oth e r retaining ele ment, which is adapt e d to engag e in recess (8', 9) of the 

jo i n e d compon e nt (2), pr e ferab l y i n th e r e c e ss (8', 9 ) near th e tongu e d e dg e (7), i s 
formed by a detent (12) whos e fre e e nd sect i on can, if n ee d be, inc l ude an elastically or 
r e s i l ie nt l y d i splac e ab le lock i ng e le m e nt (18), which i n unstr e ssed pos i tion e xt e nds 
diagona ll y upward from the c l ip base body (17) in th e direction of the plane def i ned by 
edges (7) of components (1 , 2), and which cantil e v e rs or e xtends upward 

: wherein the second retainino element is in the form of a detent having a main 
portion extending obliquely from the base and terminatino at an upturned locking 
element, and the main portion is resiliently displaceable downwardly into the 
plane of the base . 

2. (currently amended) Compon e nts or arrangement A combination according to 
Claim 1 , charact e r i z e d i n that wherein the main portion of the detent (12) in str e ss e d 
cond i t i on or in l ocking pos i tion is or can b e el ast i cally turn e d, adjust e d, pivoted or 
sw i v elle d downward extends from the base in a cantilever like manner for resilient 
downward swivel-like movement into or below the plane of the clip base (4^. 

3. (currently amended) Compon e nts or arrang e m e nt A combination according 
to Claim 1 , charact e riz e d in that the two longitudinal recesses (8, 9 ) running paral l el to 
the long i tudina l edges (7) are mirror-symmetrical in relation to the longitudinal centre 
center plane of the corresponding component-fh-2). 

4. (currently amended) Compon e nts or arrang e ment A combination according 
to Claim 1 , character i z e d i n that wherein the clip base (17) carri e s has a third retaining 
element extending upwardly therefrom and located between the upward extending 
fteftge first and second retaining elements^ (10) and th e d e tent (12) anoth e r flange 
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e l e m e nt (19) e xt e nding upward, which can b e appl ie d against th e third retaining 
element is arranged for enqaqina a longitudinal edge (7) of one of the components (+) 
accommodating when the upward e xt e nd i ng first flange element (10), wh e r ei n i f n ee d 
be, the two flang e ele ments (10, 19) ar e i ncl i ned toward e ach oth e r and w i th surfac e 
(14) enclos e th e same ang l e betw e en 60° and 8 0', wh e r e in the edge area (22) of edge 
(7), aga i nst wh i c h the f l ang e e l em e nt (19) can be app li ed, i s inc l ined toward th e surfac e 
(14) of th e compon e nt (1.2) at th e same ang le as t h e flang e elem e nt (19) is engaged in 
the longitudinal recess adiacent the longitudinal edoe . 

5. (currently amended) Components or arrang e m e nt A combination according 
to Claim 1 , charact e r i z e d in that wherein the first, second and third retaining elements 
d e t e nt (12). th e flang e ele m e nt (10) and th e add i t i ona l flang e el e m e nt (19) are punched 
out of the clip base which is made of spring-elastic metal. 

6. (currently amended) Co m pon e nts or arrang e m e nt A combination according 
to Claim 1 , charact e r i zed i n that wherein the edge-proximate inside surfaces (13, 20) of 
the two each longitudinal recesse s (8, 9 ) and one of th e two transv e rs e r e c e sses ( 9 ') 
against which th e f l ang e ele m e nt (10) or th e d e t e nt (12) can be appl i ed, particu l arly with 
a d e fl e ct e d or b e nt lock in g e l e m e nt (^Q). and an upper surface of the component 
enclose an angle ipt) smaller than 90* , preferab l y an angle between 50* and 8 0', w i th 
the .surfac e (14) of th e component (1, 2), and that the e dg e- prox i mate i ns i d e surfac e 
(21 ) of the oth er transv e rs e r e c e ss (0') agai n st which th e det e nt (12) can b e appl ie d, 
encloses an angle ( ') l arg e r than 90°, pref e rab l y an angl e betw e en 110° and 130°, w i th 
th e surfac e (14) of th e component (1 , 2) . 

7. (currenfly amended) Compon e nts or arrangement A combination according 
to Claim 1 . charact e riz e d in that wherein when the main portion of the detent is 
tilted displaced into the plane of the clip base body (17) , the locking element (46) of the 
detent (12), w i th th e surfac e (14) of t he compon e nt (1, 2), and the base encloses an 
angle which corresponds to the angle enclosed by the edge-proximate inside surface 
(13, 20) with the upper surface (44) of the component (1, 2) . 
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8. (currently amended) Compon e nts or arrangem e nt A combination according 
to Claim 1 , charact e r i z e d in that wherein the edge-proximate e dg e ar e a (23) of the 
recess (9) accommodating inside surface of the recess intended to receive the second 
detent (12) i s b e v e lled, r e duc e d i n siz e or round e d forms with a bottom surface of the 
component a corner surface that is slooed opposite the edce-proximate inside surface . 

9. (currently amended) Compon e nts or arrang e m e nt A combination according 
to Claim 1 , charact e r i z e d in that wherein each component has transverse recesses 
extending parallel to transverse edges of the component, at least one of the transverse 
recesses has an edge-proximate inside surface extending from a bottom surface of the 
component to a height equal the height of the locking element relative to the base when 
the main portion is displaced downwardiv into the plane of the base, and the 
edg e ^prox i mate insid e surface (21 ) of on e of th e transv e rs e r e c e ss e s (8') can be 
appl i ed aga i nst th e d e tent (12) or its lock i ng ele m e nt (18), and that th e l ock i ng element 
(18) of th i s d e t e nt (12) i s i nc l in e d I n th e d i r e ction oppos i t e to that of th e surfac e (14) of 
th e compon e nts (1 , 2), that th e y e ach e nc l os e diff e r e nt angl e s, whereby the outside 
end edge (25) of the edge-proximate inside surface (24) of said one recess (ff) is closer 
to the transverse edge fF) of the corresponding component (1, 2) than the inside end 
edge-(26) thereof. 

10. (currently amended) Components or arrang e m e nt A combination according 
to Claim 1 , charact e riz e d in that wherein the edge-proximate inside surface (29) of the 
longitudinal recesses (8. 8', 9 , 9') is rounded or mm is disposed at an angle (yi of 
incline between 1 5' and 40' , preferably betwe e n 20"* and 35', in relation to the an upper 
surface (44) of the component . 

11. (currently amended) Compon e nts or arrang e m e nt A combination according 
to Claim 1 , charact e riz e d i n that wherein the edges (7) of the components have lower 
regions thereof that define therebetween a space when the components are held 
together bv the clip (1. 2). which mav hav e a p l ane und e rsid e (15) for lying on a p l an e 
und e r l ay, adjo i n e ach other at surfac e le v el but hav e a spac e b e tw e en e ach other at 
bottom l eve l (33) . 
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12. (currently amended) Compon e nts or arrana e nfient A combination according 
to Claim 1 , charact e riz e d in that th e c e ntr e plan e of th e c l ip (1 1 ) i s v e rtica ll y 
symm e tr i cal i n r el at i on to th e longitudina l dir e ction of the compon e nts (1.2) wherein the 
first and second retaining elements are spaced apart along a lonqitudina! axis of the clip 
that divides the clip into opposite halves, and the opposite halves are mirror- 
svmmetrical in relation to the longitudinal axis of the clip . 

13. (currently amended) Compon e nts or arrang e ment A combination according 
to Claim 1 , character i z e d i n that in a clip bas e body (17), a multipl e of flang e ele m e nts 
(10, 1 9 ) and/or d e t e nts (12) ar e prov i d e d. I vinq s i d e bv side in a row wherein the first 
and second retaining elements are arranged in a row that extends parallel to a 
longitudinal axis of the clip , 

14. (currently amended) Compon e nts or arrang e m e nt according to Claim 1, 
character i z e d in that the d e t e nt (12) the main portion of the second retaining element is 
concavely bent downward. 

15. (currently amended) Compon e nts or arrang e m e nt A combination according 
to Claim 1 , characteriz e d in that wherein the main portion of the second retaining 
element is joined to the clip base at a connection area and the connection area has at 
least one recess (26) is formed therein in the transit i onal or conn e ction area (30) 
b e tw ee n th e d e t e nt (12) and th e clip bas e body (17) . 

16. (currently amended) Compon e nts or arrangement A combination according 
to Claim 1 , characterized in that from wherein at least one of the edges (7) of a each 
component (1, 2), two legs extend; forming a groove (5) between them, and the other 
edge of the component has a complementary tongue projecting therefrom for mating 
with the groove in a next adjacent component that i nto th i s groov e (5) a tongue (6) 
com i ng from on e of th e edg e s of th e oth e r compon e nt (2) can b e inserted, wher e by, if 
need b e , th e l e g (4) at und e rs i de le v el is short e r than th e l e g (3) at top surface level . 
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17. (currently amended) Compon e nts or arrangem e nt A combination according 
to Claim 1 , charact e riz e d i n that the main portion of the detent (42) extends d i agona ll y 
upward from the clip base body (17) at an angle O) of 10* to 30° , pr e ferab l y 15' to 25' . 

18. (currently amended) Compon e nts or arrang e m e nt A combination according 
to Claim 1 , charact e riz e d i n that wherein the main portion of the detent (12) cu r v e s is 
curved and ends m at the locking element (18). 

19. (cancelled) 

20. (currently amended) C li p for compon e nts or an arrangement according to 
C l a i m 1 ■ charact e r i z e d i n that the c l ip M 1 ) i s provided with A clip for 
components in the form of panels or planks that can be assembled In side-bv-side 
relationship and held together bv the clip, said clip comprising a base and at le ast two 
first and second upward projecting retaining elements (10. 12) , on e of wh i ch wherein 
the first retaining element is a flange element (f6) bent upward from the clip base body 
(4^, charact e riz e d i n that and the ether second retaining element-ff2) is formed by an 
el astical l y or a resiliently displaceable detent (42) extending upward from the base . 
wh e r e by th e d e tent (12), which may h old in its fr ee e nd s e ct i on an upward ext e nding 
l ock i ng ele m e nt (18). may i n unstr e ss e d pos i tion e xt e nd from t he cl i p base body (17) 
diagona ll y upward in th e d i r e ct i on of th e re ta i n i ng e lem en t (10), and wh e r e by betw ee n 
th e upwa r d- e xt e nding flang e e l e ment (10) and th e d e t e nt (12), th e clip bas e body (17) 
ho l ds an add i tional flang e ele m e nt (1 9 ) that i s a l so e xt e nd i ng upward the detent having 
a main portion extending obliquely from the base and terminating at an upturned 
locking element, and the main portion is resilientiv displaceable downwardiv into the 
Plane of the base, and wherein the clip base has a third retaining element extending 
upwardiv therefrom and located between the first and second retaining elements, the 
third retaining element being arranged in opposition to the first retaining element for 
engaqina a longitudinal edge of one of the components when the first flange element is 
engaged in a longitudinal recess adjacent the longitudinal edge . 
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21 . (currently amended) GHp A clip according to Claim 20, charact e r i z e d in that 
i n str e ss e d position, wherein the detent f42) can be moved elastically from its stat i onary 
undisplaced position downward i n th e dir e ct i on of th e clip base body (17), or that i t can 
b e deflect e d or adjust e d through the said clip base body. 

22. (currently amended) GHp A clip according to Claim 20, wherein the third 
retaining element is a flanae element bent upwardly from the base, and either one or 
both flange elements have at charact e r i z e d in that in th e lateral end sections of th e 
flange e l ement (10) and/or the addit i onal flange e lem e nt (19), bent engagement 
elements , in particu l ar hooked or po i nt e d d e fl e ctions (41) ar e form e d . 

23. (cancelled) 

24. (new) An assembly comprising the combination according to claim 1 , 
wherein the components are assembled in side-by-side relationship and held together 
by the clip. 
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